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SUBJECT: MORE COMMENTS ON NORTHERN POLITICAL MANEUVERING 

REF: KADUNA 0822 

1 . DURING THE LAST WEEK I DISCUSSED NORTHERN POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES WITH DESMOND WILSON, DEPUTY BRITISH HIGH 
COMMISSIONER WHO HAS BEEN IN THE NORTH OFF AND ON FOR 
THE LAST THIRTY YEARS AND WHO HAS EXTENSIVE CONTACTS WITH 
THE NORTHERN ESTABLISHMENT, AND ALHAJI MAHMOUD IBRAHIM 
ATTA, WHO OWNS TWO LARGE CONSTRUCTION FIRMS AND IS A 
FORMER CIVIL SERVANT IN THE NORTHERN REGION WITH 
APPARENTLY EXTENSIVE CONTACTS WITH NORTHERN ESTABLISHMENT 
AS WELL AS THE MILITARY. BOTH ECHOED THE SAME THEMES 

ISA KAITA DISCUSSED REFTEL- YOUNG POLITICIANS HAD MET WITH 
DIFFICULTIES, THEY WERE TURNING TO THE OLD LEADERS, THE 
NORTH WOULD UNIFY BEHIND ONE LEADER AND THE NORTH WAS 
LOOKING TO THE EAST FOR SUPPORT. ALL THREE ALSO 
STRESSED THAT THE NORTHERNERS FELT THE BEST APPROACH WAS 
TO AVOID ANNOUNCING ITS PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE EARLY IN 

ORDER TO AVOID ATTRACTING OPPOSITION, CITING THE SAME 
HAUSA PROVERB THAT A GOOD RACE HORSE IS KEPT IN THE DARK 
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UNTIL IT IS TIME FOR THE RACE. 

2. IN THEIR ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY BOTH WILSON 

AND ATTA ALSO THOUGHT THAT THE MIDDLE BELT WOULD JOIN THE 
NORTH IN ITS NEW POLITICAL GROUPING. NEITHER FELT THAT THE 
STRONG OPPOSITION OF MIDDLE BELT POLITICIANS IN THE CA 
ON THE SHARIA ISSUE OR THE ANTI-NORTH VEHEMENCE OF SOME CA 
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MEMBERS SUCH PAUL UNONGO MADE MUCH DIFFERENCE. IN DISCUSSING 
THE EMERGENCE OF POTENTIAL PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES ATTA 
SAID THAT THE NORTHERN CANDIDATE WOULD FINALLY EMERGE 
AFTER THE PARTY CONVENTION (STRIKINGLY SIMILAR TO UNONGO'S 
VIEW OF HOW CLUB 19 WILL SELECT ITS CANDIDATE), BUT 
ADDED THAT THE MAN WAS ACTUALLY ALREADY SELECTED. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE IT IS INTERESTING THAT THREE 
DIFFERENT SOURCESHGLL SHARE ESSENTIALLY THE SAME VIEW 
OF NORTHERN POLICIAL ACTIVITIES. WE NOTE THAT ALL THREE 
APPARENTLY REPRESENT THE ESTABLISHMENT'S VIEW. WE HAVE 
YET TO CONFIRM FROM YOUNGER POLITICIANS THAT THEY HAVE IN 
FACT LINED UP WITH THE OLDER LEADERS. THE INSISTENCE 
IN ALL THREE CASES THAT THE NORTH'S MAN WILL NOT EMERGE 
IN PUBLIC UNTIL LATER MAKES US WONDER WHETHER THE SPATE 
OF PUBLICITY ON WAZIRI IBRAHIM MEANS HE IS A STALKING 
HORSE RATHER THAN THE FRONT RUNNER. FINALLY, WE ARE 
INTRIGUED WITH THE INSISTENCE OF BOTH ATTA AND WILSON 
THAT THE MIDDLE BELT IS IN THE NORTH'S CAMP. THIS COULD 
BE BASED ON THE ASSOCIATION OF TARKA WITH THE NORTHERN 
GROUP AND AN EVALUATION THAT THE YOUNGER MIDDLE BELT 
POLITICIANS SUCH A UNONGO ARE NOT GOING TO LEAD THE 
MIDDLE BELT. IT COULD ALSO MEAN THAT UNONGO AND CLUB 19 
HAS REACHED SOME TYPE OF POLITICAL MODUS VIVENDI WITH THE 
NORTHERN ESTABLISHMENT. 

LAKE 
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